BROADWAY

ALL THE WAY

Broadway All the Way Outreach Summary: Townhalls

Broadway All the Way is a visionary transportation initiative aimed at reimagining the Broadway and Baxter
Avenue/Bardstown Road corridor in Louisville, KY. The project prioritizes safety, mobility, and accessibility for all users,
including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders. To gather community input, Equitable Cities (EC) hosted
town hall workshops focused on four distinct segments of the Broadway corridor. These workshops provided an
opportunity for local residents to share insights on assets, obstacles, and opportunities along the corridor.

Event/Location/Date Townhall Segment One: Shawnee Community Center; 3/11/25 from 5:00-
7:00PM

Townhall Segment Two: YMCA; 3/6/25 from 5:00-7:00 PM

Townhall Segment Three: Louisville Main Library Downtown; 3/13/25 from
5:00-7:00 PM

Townhall Segment Four: Logan Street Market; 3/18/25 from 5:00-7:00 PM

Team Participants Gresham Smith, Equitable Cities and EHI Consultants Staff
Attendees Total: 23 Participants

e Townhall Segment One: 2 Participants

e Townhall Segment Two: 0 Participants

e Townhall Segment Three: 14 Participants

e Townhall Segment Four: 7 Participants

Summary Townhall Segment One:

During this session, EC walked the corridor with one of the attendees to
identify community assets, obstacles, and opportunities. Additionally, EC
engaged with local residents to gather further insights.

Discussion Themes:
1. Equity and Access Challenges

e Limited workforce opportunities for youth and declining access to
essential services (like grocery stores) due to reduced walkability.

2. Walkability and Environmental Conditions



e Walkability is important for vulnerable populations (e.g., rehab
residents), but is hindered by unpleasant environmental factors— such
as odors, which impact comfort and safety.

Townhall Segment Two:

Despite the lack of attendees, Equitable Cities utilized the allotted time to
conduct a walking audit of the corridor, documenting existing conditions
through photographs and video footage.

Townhall Segment Three:

This workshop had a stronger turnout, including urban planning students, local
residents, and workforce members. The session began with introductions,
allowing attendees to share their motivations for participating. The workshop
featured an optional outdoor visioning walk facilitated by EC. Participants who
opted out of the walk engaged in a virtual visioning exercise using Google
Earth. The session concluded with a group discussion, mapping key insights.

Discussion Themes:
1. Multimodal Safety and Accessibility

e Concerns about how pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, and transit
users will interact, especially where the road narrows.

o Need for improved pedestrian crossings and supportive bike
infrastructure, including alternate routes.

e Desire to preserve access and mobility at key intersections such as
Cherokee Triangle.

2. Community Connection and Quality of Life

e Broadway is seen as a barrier dividing neighborhoods; there's a
desire to improve connectivity.

e Strong community identity both north and south of the corridor.

e Interest in activating vacant buildings and growing local
destinations to enhance walkability and vibrancy.

3. Streetscape and Land Use Assets

e Tree canopy, historical homes, and the unique character of the
corridor are highly valued.

e Appreciation for the walkable scale of the Baxter area due to its
mixed-use and residential density.

4. Transit and Development Balance



e Mixed views on Bus Rapid Transit (BRT); concern it might negatively
affect the experience for people walking or biking in segments 2
and 3.

e Slower traffic due to reduced road width is seen as both a potential
benefit for pedestrians and a challenge for multimodal planning.

Townhall Segment Four:

Due to the meeting's location, it was not feasible to conduct a walk of the
fourth segment. As a result, EC filmed a virtual walkthrough of the route. The
participants watched the walk through while making notes on their personal
maps. Everyone came together to complete the mapping exercise, noting
assets, opportunities, and obstacles in segment 4 and beyond.

Discussion Themes:
1. Multimodal Safety and Comfortable Mobility

e Concerns over how narrowing road width affects interaction between
pedestrians, cyclists, motorists, and transit users.

e Strong support for bike facilities, improved pedestrian crossings, and
slower traffic encouraging walkability.

e Cautious feedback on proposed BRT, especially regarding its impact on
active transportation.

2. Community Character and Connectivity

e The area’s community identity, historic homes, and tree canopy are
valued assets that should be preserved.

e Broadway is seen as a physical divide between neighborhoods;
enhanced connectivity is desired.

3. Vibrant, Walkable Destinations

e Appreciation for the mixed-use density around Baxter driving
pedestrian activity.

e (Calls for activating vacant buildings to support more businesses, which
would promote walking and biking.



Photos

Figure 1 Image of presentation during Townhall event.



